Resident Tips for Protecting Our Waterfronts

Why do we want to protect our waterfronts?
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What is stormwater Runoff?

Stormwater Runoff is rainfall that does not seep into the ground but runs off over our yards,
streets, parking lots, and buildings. The stormwater runoff then enters our storm sewer
system which flows directly into creeks, lakes, Tampa Bay, or the Gulf of Mexico.

How does stormwater get polluted?

As stormwater flows over our lawns, driveways and parking lots, it picks up fertilizers, oil,
chemicals, grass clippings, litter, pet waste, and anything else in its path. The storm sewer
system then transports these pollutants to local lakes and streams, and eventually Tampa
Bay or the Gulf of Mexico.

Are the storm sewers the same as sanitary sewers?

Stormdrains are the openings you see along curbs and in streets and parking lots. They
carry away rainwater and transport it through the storm sewer system to nearby
waterways. Water and other debris that enter stormdrains do not go to a treatment facility.
In contrast, the sanitary sewer takes household water and waste from toilets, sinks and
showers, and transports it to a wastewater treatment facility. There, the water is treated
and can be reused for reclaimed water. You can contact us to obtain materials including
storm drain markers that state “only rain down the drain” and door hangers like this one to
distribute throughout your community.

Homeowners:
Homeowners can make a big difference in our local stormwater runoff by minimizing
fertilizer and pesticide use, picking up after


http://www.pinellascounty.org/environment/pdfs/Stormdrain_Door_Hanger.pdf

their pets, do not feed wildlife (birds) and washing their cars at a car wash facility. Other
helpful measures include not draining your pool into the storm sewer, recycling hazardous
household waste and landscaping using Florida Friendly Practices .

What is a watershed?
A watershed is a defined area of land from which all precipitation collects and drains to a
common stream, bay, marsh, or lake.

Why can’t I dump grass clippings into the stormdrain or onto the roads?

Grass clippings and other landscape debris not only can block stormwater pipes causing
flooding, but also are a significant source of nutrients. While it is great for your lawn, it
causes pollution of our waters.

What causes poor water quality?

A number of factors may contribute to poor water quality. Some of the main culprits are
runoff of fertilizers and pesticides from yards, oil and grease from cars, and sediment from
construction sites. Trash, runoff of hazardous materials, dumping of waste, and spills are
other pollutants that degrade water quality. Natural occurrences such as algae blooms,
although often triggered by pollution, may also contribute to a decline in water quality.

REFERENCES

Homeowner’s Guide to Preventing Urban Stormwater Runoff - available online from

Pinellas County. Cut and paste in a browser

http://www.pinellascounty.org/environment/watershed/StormwaterBrochures/Guide-for-Homeowners.
pdf

Protecting our waterfront - available free of charge from SWFWMD online bookstore.



http://pinellas.ifas.ufl.edu/FFL/index.shtml
http://www.pinellascounty.org/environment/watershed/StormwaterBrochures/Guide-for-Homeowners.pdf
http://pinellas.ifas.ufl.edu/FFL/index.shtml

03/2016





